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brothers V\{ho found popular support among peasants tired
of repressive treatment at the hands of mandarins. Three

;l FOREIGN D OMIN ATION years later, the insurgents captured Saigon (present-day

Ho Chi M’[l‘ﬁh City), killing 10,000 Chinese residents in the
process. The Tay Son then moved north, finall ifyi
AND INDEPENDENCE Vitnam. e
'H In 1esponse, the deppsed Nguyen Anh took the first steps
; that ultlma}tely made Vietnam vulnerable to French takeover.
H.e sent his four-year-old son, Canh, along with a French
bishop, to the court of Louis XVI to petition the king to inter-

China and India were not the only empires interested in Viet- cede on Nguyen Anh’s behalf so that he could i

nam. Western powers of the European Rena.issance, eager to throne. The beautiful Asian child and his exotic lc;egtam the

trade for pepper, spices, gems, and textiles, likewise made in- caused a sensation at the fashion-conscious court lehurage

roads into Vietnam more than five hun‘dxed years ago. In the Louis XVI backed out of an agreement to mobi]j-ze F ougl}: French influence i

1400s: bold Portuguese sailors established a settlement at troops to fight in Vietnam, French merchants .reilcl Vietnam bEga':ffiZ:in

what is now Danang. The Portuguese merchants, however, funded French fighters who fought with N Pll('iliva €Y e eightoenth centu 75

like the Dutch and English who followed, failed to flourish defeat the Tay Son in 1799. The winnin guye,nlso €IS 10, non Louis XVI sent

there because the Vietnamese were not at all receptive to for- Canh, now grown. . g army’s leader was gmops to quash the Tay
on Rebellion.

eign contact.

But Catholic Jesuit priests arrived along with the mer-
chants, and where commerce fajled, religion made lasting
inroads. Vietnamese peasants welcomed Christianity’s focus
on individual importance and salvation, and, consequently,
Vietnamese Catholic priests often became village leaders.

In 1627, Alexandre de Rhodes, a linguist and French Jesuit
priest, developed quoc ngu, a script that used the Roman al-
phabet for written Vietnamese. Because the Roman alphabet
was much simpler than Chinese script, its broad use made
the Christian Gospel more accessible to the people.

The upper-class mandarins, who held their high public
administrative positions through the authority of the rigid
. Chinese Confucian system, feared that Western religious
; thought, with its emphasis on the individual, might weaken
their power. The Vietnamese emperors showed less concern.
Although wary of Westerners, they included Jesuit scholars in
their courts for their knowledge of Western medicine, as-
tronomy, and mathematics, as well as for their connections
to European arms suppliers.

In the eighteenth century, internal unrest surged in
Vietnam, due partly t0 peasants’ resentment against unfair
taxation. The powerful Nguyen family was deposed during
the Tay Son Rebellion of 1772, started by three wealthy




VIETNAM

In 1802 the victorious Nguyen Anh, self-crowned em-
peror, adopted the title of Gia Long, and built his capital at
Hue. There he constructed the famed Citadel, his castle-
fortress. He rebuilt his war-torn country’s roads and bridges,
but in the process burdened his people with heavy taxes and
used peasants as forced labor, which naturally created pop-
ular resentment.

Trouble was compounded by the next Nguyen emperor,
who distrusted Westerners, thinking them barbaric. After as-

cending the throne, Gia Long’s son, Ming Mang, ordered the
execution of several priests and many Vietnamese Catholics.
Then his successor imprisoned and deported foreign mis-
sionaries. This angered France, which then established a
fleet in Asian waters to protect French missionaries as well as
business interests.

FRENCH OCCUPATION
France’s move for control of Vietnam began in 1858, when a
French armada of fourteen vessels and twenty-five hundred
men launched a campaign to take the port of Tourane. They
reasoned that Vietnam should give up Tourane to compen-
sate France for the bad treatment of French missionaries. In
terms of defense, what the Vietnamese could not do alone,
heat, humidity, and disease did for them. Typhoid, malaria,
dysentery, and tuberculosis, as well as cholera and unknown
fevers, ravaged the French, who waited in vain for support
from Vietnamese Catholics as the troops languished and
grew weaker on their ships. Many more soldiers died from
disease than battle. Before giving up and leaving in the face
of increasingly aggressive Viemnamese opposition, the
French commander Rigault de Genouilly wrote, “Everything
here tends toward ruin.”

But the French returned, and successfully took Saigon in
1861. Beset, the Vietnamese emperor Tu Duc doubted his
ability to beat back French aggression, and to save his
monarchy, decreed southern Vietnam to be a French protec-
torate. As a protectorate, southern Vietnam would fall under
the partial control of France. An annual tribute, trade rights,
and French occupation of Saigon and surrounding provinces
were part of the bargain.

France described its actions as a mission civilisatrice,
which meant the French would bring their culture and reli-
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gion to the Viemamese, whom they perceived as unfortunate

heathens. To further its colonial rule, France launched naval

expeditions on the Mekong and Red Rivers.

. Altl.lough they met with resistance, by 1874 the French had
sufficiently overpowered the Vietnamese that Emperor Tu
ipuc agreed to French entry into the northern regions. The

Erenc}.x had long peen hungry to mine rich anthracite coal

¢ leposits there. Mineral resources, as well as lucrative trade
r %nd the development of tea, coffee, and rubber plantations

; 1ad fu.eled France’s keen interest in Vietnam.

o8 ‘While labeled a protectorate, Vietnam had actually be-
come a FI‘EI.ICh possession, or colony. By 1883, France ruled
| three regions of Vietnam. Instead of one nation known as
_am,_ the French established three administrative zones:

1, in the North; Annam, in the Central region, and
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When Saigon (shown
here) was captured by
the French in 1861, the
Vietnamese emperor
admilited defeat and
declared South Vietnam
a French protectorate.
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I Cochinchina, in the South. All Viethamese were now called
- Annamites.

Like the harsh dynasties before them, the French imposed
heavy taxes. Only a small population of wealthy Vietnamese
kept large tracts of land. Most Vietnamese peasants lost thglr
lands and became sharecroppers ot indentured workers. At
times, peasants were allowed to keep only one bag of rice ff)r
il § every eleven harvested, which meant that some people were lit-
i erally taxed to death by starvation. When rentets failed to pay,
v landlords could turn the renters out, beat, or even kill them.

—
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ANNAM
1884
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(/ 1862
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Out of necessity, indentured servants often agreed to work
on large tea, rubber, or coffee plantations; as laborers on rail-
roads; or in the anthracite, tungsten, coal, tin, or zinc mines
for subsistence wages. Thousands died of disease and mal-
nutrition.

When the French colonized Vietnam, the literacy rate
stood at 80 percent. Seventy years later, only 5 percent of
vietnamese could read. Schools were not provided for the
impoverished peasants, although some taught their children
to write with bamboo slivers on the backs of banana leaves,
the veins serving as guidelines. Upper-class Vietnamese chil-
dren did receive an education in French-run schools and
were sometimes sent to Paris to complete their studies. Of-
ten, though, they returned to Vietnam to find that their train-
ing exceeded professional opportunities available to natives.

One of the most destructive French innovations in Viet-
nam was a quick-burning type of opium, a highly addictive
l drug derived from poppies. The sale of opium in Asian and
Furopean markets proved highly profitable for the French. It
was devastating for the Vietnamese, however, many of whom
resorted to opium as a way to numb the pain of poverty,
hunger, and despair.

THE RESISTANCE

Throughout the colonial period, Vietnamese resistance to
the French continued. From 1859 until the French were
beaten in 1954, guerrilla fighters hid in swamps and marshes
like the Plain of Reeds, using hit-and-run tactics: appear-
‘ing—disappearing—confusing and frustrating the French
troops. Aristocrats and peasants alike sacrificed their lives
willingly for a Vietnam free of foreign domination. A
The French responded to this resistance by beheading
rebels on the guillotine, torturing prisoners, burning any vil-
lages that provided cover for dissidents, and killing the lead-
ers of such villages. Major unsuccessful Vietnamese uprisings
l’f!mlﬁé? and again in 1940 brought harsh reprisals from the
Itwas during this time that Ho Chi Minh, Vietham’s revolu-
- tonary leader, began his life's work. At first, Mink's focus was
' -onnationhood for a unified Vietnam. But when no democra-
“Western country showed interest in his cause, he sought al-
€8 In communist countries and adopted the communist

39




m CHi MINH
Ho Chi Minh is revered by most Viemamese as the father of ‘

their nation, unified and independent at last. He was born Nguyen Sinh ‘
Cung in 1890 in Hue, where his father was a government official and teacher.
Like many Vietnamese, Ho grew up hearing poetry and stories of his peo- ‘
ple’s struggle for independence from foreign domination.
Although educated at a French school in Hue, Ho hated French colonial ‘
rule and in 1911 left Vietnam to work his way around the world. He saw
Boston and San Francisco and worked in the navy yards of Brooklyn and a
restaurant kitchen in New York. He was an assistant pastry chefin London
and a portrait photographer in Paris, where he mingled with intellectuals
and the many Vietnamese living there. ‘
Then he joined the French Communist Party and wrote leftist articles.
Stight and shy, he did not appear to be a political firebrand, but he had an ‘
absolute dedication to a free Vietnam. In Paris he took the name Nguyen Ai
Quoc, which means Nguyen the Patriot.
For thirty years he traveled, studied, organized communist groups and
Viemamese expatriots, and spent time in and out of prison. He escaped
from a prison in Hong Kong, taking mamny aliases after that. And he wrote.
He would write poetry and political tracts all his life.
When World War II brought Japanese forces 10 Vietnam, Ho slipped back
into the country even though he suffered the debilitating effects of tuberculosis
and malaria. He joined the resistance
and took his final alias, Ho Chi Minh,
Bringer of Light. His fellow revolution-
aries called him Bac Ho, Uncle Ho.

When elected president of North
Vietnam in 1945, he declined to live
in the presidential palace in Hanoi.
Instead, he lived in a simple house
behind it.

He died of heart failure on Septem-
ber 2, 1969. Although be did not live to
see a unified Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh in-
spired people during his life and after
his death to make his dream a reality.

Ho Chi Minh, the father
of Vietnam.
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p.hilosophy. Tf’ him, the idea of a classless society, with collec-
tive ownership of property under the firm control of a one-
party government, seemed the answer to Vietnam's problems.

WoORLD WAR 11

World War II disrupted Vietnam'’s struggle for independence
from France, and brought new suffering to the nation. The
French drafted Vietnamese to be soldiers, and when Fr.ance
fell to Nazi Germany, Japanese troops, allies of the Nazis, oc-
cupied Vietnam. At first, the Vietnamese welcomed, the
Japanese, but the Japanese took nearly all the rice crops and
forced the Vietnamese to grow inedible crops, such as jute, to
provide rope for Japan's war efforts. Terrible poverty a,nd
famine resulted, and by 1945, one person in six had died of
starvation or disease.

During the war, the Vietnamese were without matches
lamp oil, or even cloth. In her book After Sorrow, Americar;
author Lady Borton quotes a Viethamese friend who re-
members:

It was embarrassing to have no cloth. Imagine! We
made clothes out of leaves and stitched them with ba-
nana thread! A husband and wife might own a single
pair of shorts. When the wife wore the shorts outside
the house, the husband hid inside.?

While WWII was raging, Ho Chi Minh established the
I_Bague for the Independence of Vietnam, later to be known
as the Vietminh. The league comprised Vietnamese of all

] gges and social classes who resisted Japanese occupation.

Le.d by communists, many of the Vietminh hid in the moun-
tams and helped to rescue American fighter pilots downed
gly the Japanese during missions to deliver supplies to China.
. In .tur{l, for the league’s help, Ho Chi Minh received weapons
»ﬁ_nd al_c_l from both America and China. By the war’s end, the
Vietminh controlled North Vietnam. ,

Ho CHi MiNg DECLARES INDEPENDENCE

VL?lonal government of Vietnam known as the National
: tion Committee. Emperor Bao Dai resigned, handing

OVer to the Vietminh. On September 2, 1945, Ho Chi
publicly declared the formation of the independent
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nation of the Democratic Republic P .
of Viemam. His words inclu_defl meetﬁnggfxtﬁé??egﬂgg lrliil}lll:élt;ﬁ later, in late
passages drawn from Americas known as the Geneva Accords. Vietnam was t‘ii B
gwn Declaration of Independence: asecond time at the 17th parallel, dividing it 1Ir)1it1r ﬂtlloned o
We hold the truth that all men are cratic Republic of Vietnam (the North) argl d theOR e I?)(la.mo-
creatt_ad .equ.al ce egdowed with Vietnam (the South). The Vietminh stayed or re epublic pf
: certain m:}henable rights, among the North, claiming Hanoi as their capital. Th grouped in
(TR them life, liberty, and the pursuit of pro-French Viemamese stayed in orp . The French and
4 happiness.”® , or moved to, the South,
L Ho Chi Minh hoped for Amer-

jcan support against French ef-
forts to maintain colonial rule, but
that support did not materialize.
Ho Chi Minh wrote letter after let-
ter to President Harry S. Truman
asking that America recognize
Vietnam as an independent na-
tion. Mindful of how strong an ally
France had been during WWII,
Truman never replied.

A nonviolent coexistence be-
tween Vietminh troops and France
endured until 1946, when the
French fired on Vietminh in the
port of Haiphong in festering dis-
putes over collection of customs
duties. The war with France had

begun.

1 Ho Chi Minh (shown 'WAR WITH FRANCE
I here) brought On one side were the French and some of the upper-class Viet- d
AR g‘;’;‘g:arg?z ;Z namese, mainly Catholic, who shared religious and anticom- &
= munist sympathies with France. On the other side were the S8 4t

Vietminh and some of the country’s noncommiinist nationals. i
. The major world powers sided with their ideological allies. &
i Communist China and the Soviet Union supported the Viet- L
l

1 minh cause. The United States committed itself to providing
ik aid to France. .
| - N Despite eight years of fighting and $2.5 billion in aid from
{ America, France could not defeat the Vietminh. When the The Vien

French lost the fifty-seven-day battle known as the siege of & - Y T : 3 with Hani’::;;gfn

Dien Bien Phu in 1954, the war ended. 1954 with the fall of
Dien Bien Phu.
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' : i ided for only I —
i ose capital was Saigon. The agreement provi C
i Z\v}tlempofary division of Vietnam with national elections - *® THE *STRA‘IIPGIC
| scheduled for 1956. , HAMLETS PROGRAM

. South Vietnamese peasants found themselves facing new cru-
) A NATION DIVIDED | elties when Ngo Dinh: Diem’s younger brother, ran the secret
. After Vietnam's division, life in both the North and the South . police and the strategic hamlets program, a counterinsur-

1 demanded that the people adapt to very different govern- gency l?lan supported by President John E Kennedy. By the '
ik € . ise. the leaders of these new governments faced strategic hamlets program, peasants were forced to leave their
(S mnents. leﬁ‘;nuse’ © ) homes and live in barbed-wire compounds, supposedly to

) different challenges.

keep them safe from, but in reality to stop them from helping
the NLE This program and later programs that relocated vil-
lagers into cities were public relations disasters. Peasants were
uprooted from their ancient home villages and from the
graves of their revered ancestors, inciting many outraged Viet-
namese to join, or at least support, the Viet Cong.

ipi inh Diem, a strong

Leadership in the South went to Ngo Dinh
anticommunist from a Catholic family of CentralVletna-m. The
United States, whose goal was to establish a t.igmocrau.c Viet-
nam, supplied Diem with both money and military advisers.

Diem was a staunch Catholic and some 900,000 Catholic
refugees fleeing the North strengthened his position in the
largely Buddhist South. A bachelor, Diem made his brother’s
Catholic wife, Madame Nhu, first lady of Vietnam. Although
she tried to identify herself as the reincarnation of the Trung
sisters, her hatred of the Buddhists, who did not support
Diem, and her encouragement of repressive measures
against them made her unpopular.

_ Buddhistactivists began a series of public protests follow-
ing an incident in Hue in 1963 when police opened fire on a
peaceful gathering intended to celebrate the birthday of
- Buddha. Diem imposed martial law, the use of military

- freops to enforce order.

. Realizing that he could not win a national election over

more popular Ho Chi Minh, Diem refused to allow the

aned nationwide elections to take place. Instead, he de-

ed himself president of Seuth Vietnam and his regime

s recognized internationally by many anticommunist

ns.

Diein’s refusal to honor the Geneva Accords infuriated many
mese. His favoritism for Catholics, promoting them to

ions in government and the military, and his failure to

) e land reform programs accomplished by the Viet-

1 Delteil o ‘ - i N
ge:rfzgﬁgned ! ;:eace wh(.) had given back sections of land to the peasants, led —
accond offictally ending asing guerrilia insurgency. Buddhist monks and nuns
the war between France

d themselves alive in public demonstrations. University
and Vietnam.
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students protested against Diem. Ant-Diem forces including
gangsters, Buddhist leaders, and communists hid out in the
Mekong Delta.

Diem was ultimately overthrown in a military coup; he
was assassinated on November 2, 1963. His successors, Pres-
ident Nguyen Van Thieu and Vice President Nguyen Cao Ky
i proved equally unpopular. During their time in power, gov-
| ernment corruption and inefficiency continued. .
TR As repressive as Diem’s policies were, life in the North was
C at times even harsher. Ho Chi Minh's communist govern-

ment resorted to brutality in its efforts to impose control.
Landowners, even those with very small plots, were killed by

{ ' Buddhist monks and teams of cadres, or communist leaders, appointed to agri-

nunsburned cultural reform tribunals. Quotas were established for the ex-
i the;;‘.se;"es “h";'", ecution of alleged French sympathizers, former landowners,
’;’:ot:ﬁ:;n Dc'?esm: HONS  and people deemed insufficiently enthusiastic in their sup-
staunch Catholic portof the Vietminh. Thousands of people were put to death
government. or imprisoned in the early years of Ho Chi Minh's regime.

Al

In 1960 the government in Hanoi announced formatio
; 4 ! d nof Presid, i
& :;:)1: tll\Tlatlolrixa_l hb(?ranon Fr‘ont in the South. The NLF called here) SZ’ZZZ;Z g?e?:zun
o w:1 S0l dlﬁcatl_on of various factions in Vietnam, for with- @74 proved to be
) of all foreign troops, and for reunification. The NLF equally unpopular
re dubbed Viet Cong by South Vietnam’s government |
g term for Vietnamese communist. '®

VIETNAM WAR

s time, American involvement in Vietnam had grown
beyond contributing to France’s effort to maintain colo-
conirol over Vietnam. About fifteen thousand American
aarlyn personnfal were in Vietnam. The United States was
amgs 2?;;rtlse, :lraining, and equipment to the South
T 1953,},’ and had given $500 million in aid to South
3 atr‘.a;; ;Izcreased presence in Vietnam resulted largely
. hOI((:io_mmtlesm, once established in Vietnam,
E le::i other Fountne_s throughout Southeast
- ers l?elleved this would threaten Amer-
ancial interests in the region as well as hurt
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; TrEe TunNELs OF Cu CHI
'. : | Poorly equipped Vietnamese guerrillas began
I.' | using tunnels with openings disguised or protected by foliage E
to protect themselves from enemy bombs and heavy artillery
during their war with France in the late 1940s.
| .. The hard red dirt of the Cu Chi district, now part of Ho Chi |
i Minh City, allowed for an elaborate tunnel system more than
two hundred miles long at its completion in the 1960s. Viet
Cong dug some tunnels several stories deep, with large rooms
designated for soldiers’ rest and recreation, hospitals, ware-
houses, weapons factories, and kitchens.
The Viet Cong developed secure communication systems
i . via the tunnels and a relatively safe means of slipping into
Saigon, the South Vietnamese capital. They could execute sur-
prise attacks from the tunnels and vanish back into them
without a trace. The surprise attacks on Saigon during the
1968 Tet Offensive originated from the tunnels of Cu Chi. Sec-
tions of the Cu Chi tunnel system even ran beneath an Ameri-
can army base.
When ground attacks against the tunnels resulted in heavy
casualties, Americans dropped bombs and defoliants on Cu Chi.
Still, the labyrinthine tunnels stayed useful to the Viet Cong.

Vietnamese guerrillas used tunnels (like these in Saigon) to elude
French and American soldiers. .
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chances for building new alli i i
e ments g alliances with other democratically
On August 4, 1964, a U.S. destroyer ¢ i i
lance in the Gulf of Tonkin, the Mad}t,lox, gﬁgl?:tmﬂslulflvi]tl};
\ﬁemamgse patrol boats. North Vietnam claimed the I\‘J)ad
dox was inside the limits of international waters, whi h
meant it was unlawfully invading North Vietname;e—ct;c
trolled seas. President Lyndon Johnson, frustrated by the fan;
that Amen_can military were only allowed to act in an adv‘i:
sory capac1tzr to South Vietnamese troops, saw the inciden;
as an opportunity to justi i i ili
B e ar’g; . justify escalation of American military
When the Maddox and another U.S. ship returned to th
scene, radar picked up what may have been torpedoees3
launchfrd against them. Johnson asked Congress to pass a
resolution giving him the power to “take all necessar}? mea
sures to repel attacks against the U.S.” and “prevent furth :
aggression” as well as to “determine when peace and ity
in the area had been attained." securly
When the resolution passed, Johnson sent th
military combat troops to join the Army of the Rzglrlsl:hg.g%
Vietnam, or ARVN. U.S. Marines disembarked at Danang in

- Central Vietham in March 1965. The first major battle of the

Vietnam War took i j
o Drangvzllla;(;a that year near Laos in the jungle-
The ens.uing civil war was long and costly. By the time the
et tﬁmencan troops departed from Vietnam in 1973 the
lea to]l. on all sides was enormous. At war’s end, 440,000
mn‘lumsts, 223,748 ARVN, 4,000,000 civilians aI;d 58,183
nericans had died. The extent of psychologica’l and l{ i
ounds is impossible to gauge. e

~ Financial losses, however, easily reached into the billions

an_c1'al cost to the United.States alone was $150 billion
er lltvis ﬁgurfed, the war devastated both North and Soutt;
ct;nemmll:]ws and plams areas were ravaged. The in-
= e North lay in ruins, with major cities bombed
e._The South was also bombed and suffered the

Qfg til tso 1;5 dfarm_land because of the application of mil-
s i(:‘ri ef9hants such as Agent Orange. Some six-
o gation systerns were damaged. Of South
o ges, some were rebuilt only to be bombed
i all, nine thousand of fifteen thousand were destroyed,
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THE SEIGE OF KHE E&H/T

AND THE TET OFFENSIVE

With U.S. military strength and technology unable to defeat
the Viet Cong’s nationalism and guerrilla tactics, the Vietnam
War had no foreseeable end. However, in January 1968, two of-
fensive actions, the siege of Khe Sanh and the Tet Offensive,
changed the course of war.

\ The seige of Khe Sanh, aU.S. Marine base, lasted 77 days-
The marines held the position but suffered eighteen hundred
casualties; the communists lost ten thousand. Then, on Janu-

| ary 30, 1968, nearly seventy thousand communist froops en-

tered more than one hundred cities and towns including

Saigon, where they captured, and fora few hours held, the

U.S. embassy. The Tet Offensive, which lasted until February

| 25, was a military disaster for the communists, who sustained
heavy casualties and failed to realize expected support from

| the people.

' President Lyndon Johnson halted American bombing in re-
sponce to public antiwar sentiment following televised cover-
age of U.S. bombing of cities such as Hue in South Vietnam
during the Tet Offensive. Public support for American involve-
ment in Vietnam decreased from that point on.

Refugees flee Tet fighting in 1968.
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AMERICAN WITHDRAWAL

'}‘he Vietnam'War ended on January 27, 1973, with the sign-
111;% gf gz i’ar:ﬁace Agreement. Two years later, on April 29
1975, as ericans departed from Saigon. Th ;
: . .Tho

of SouthVietnamese who had sided with thezgﬂxmerica;llsS arlllcgi

5 fearing the takeover by the communists of the North, hyster-

ly fought to be included on buses and heli
: : helicopters evacu-
ting the area. On April 30, 1975, communist forces enter:d

er decades of struggle, Vi
( . gle, Vietnam was a unified nati
) Solf foreign d-omlnation or intervention. The price S:i?iqﬁ
/e (i);tdand disrupted, and an urban and rural landscape
stoozx:gare, v:}zlis lkl)igh. The surviving people of Viet-
on the brink i i
N rink of a new epoch in their na-

S

The signing of the Paris
Peace Agreement ended
the Vietnam War.



