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railroads, harbors, and bridges i
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throughout the country, these didn’t I N : E':{:n'ﬂ (inioon
benefit the Vietnamese people. The , o

French used this infrastructure as a
means to get at Vietnam’s many nat-
ural resources. Coal, rice, and rubber
were important resources for the
French. The French promoted indus-
try, too, but Vietnamese workers
received low wages, and all profits
went to France.

Hard Times for Vietnam
The Vietnamese people suffered
under French rule. By 1940, approxi-
mately 15 percent of children went to
school. About 80 percent of the pop-

ulation was illiterate (unable to read ?
and write). Working conditions and French Expansion in Indoching

pay were poor, and medical care was 1858 o Batiles with Chinose
almost nonexistent. Resistance move- BB 1863 ——  Modern borders
ments, groups of Vietnamese people 1867

planning ways to overthrow the ::::

French colonial government in-
Vietnam, were growing.

In 1925, the Revolutionary Youth League of Vietnam was
founded by Nguyen Ai Quoc. He later changed his name to
Ho Chi Minh. He had a strong desire for his country to regain
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its independence. The success of his Youth League enabled
him to enlist other groups. Together they formed the
Indochinese Communist Party in 1930. This group called for
peasant uprisings and gained potitical benefits for the

Vietnamese pEOPh

(s J_@;*__T_Jk_cz_@;t_@__ —
Tn 1940, Germany invaded and took over France. At that time

Ho Chi Minh preparing to i
an agreement gave Vietnam to the Japanese, though the
French were allowed to

fight the French
control  the colonies.
Japan used Viemam 35 a
major base for its military
operations. In 1941, the
Indochinese Communist
Party saw this turmoil as a
great opportunity to
throw out both the
Japanese and the French
and gain independence
for Vietnam. They estab-
lished the Viet Minh, a
special fighting force. Ho
Chi Minh was its leader.
Because the United
States had joined World
'f'; War 11 against Japan, the
‘4 Viet Minh began an
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Set:lcli bvev;tth t.he United States. In 1945, the Japanese

severely Vie::ai,t}?e war, surrendered. Ho Chi Minh happil;

feclared ! Viemas independence. The French, still wanting

0 contio Ve m, refused to accept Vietnamese indepen-

ght back. . =
France retained control of the south, whi

| . , while the Vi i
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Though Ho had been.a friend, he was also a com-
nited States sent large amounts

of money to France © help it regain control.
The Viet Minh didn’t give up. In 1949,

China’s new communist government offered

aid, and the fighting continued. In 1954, the
: ful-attack ona French

Viet Minh made a success
de of Dien Bien Phu. It

fortress during the Bat
the French. Tired of the

was a major defeat for
war, France agreed t0 8 settlement. This was the
ict, called the First

end of the Franco-Viet Minh confl

munist. So the U

'ry

Soldiers in the Battle of Dien

Bien Phu
Al Indochina War.
[l \ South Vietamese president O_rher world powers drew up 2 peace agreement called the
Geneva Accords. The aprecment was presented at the

! Ngo Dirh Diem
d in Switzerland in

Geneva Conference hel
1954. Through this agreement, Vietnam was
divided into two nations. North Vietnam was
led by Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh. Hanoi
was its capital. It received aid from China and
the Soviet Union, both communist nations.
South Vietnam, with Saigon as the capital,
was led by Emperor Bao Dai, the last emperor of
the weakened Nguyen dynasty. He appointed
Ngo Dinh Diem as prime minister- Neo seized
power and removed Bao Dai as head of state-
Ngo became president of South Vietnam, which
he pamed the Republic of Vietnam. It was
backed financially by the United States-

" The War Begim—

Ho was not in the least satisfied wi i

Ho wes o ' ith this arrangement.

ane es:; lei::ht:ie tcl‘c:untry 'to be united. In 1960 his gofrelr_ll*:f

e e National Liberation Front (NLF). Its

e was called the Viet Cong. The Viet Cong. led

begimﬁng ! : z:ltjtacks. against Ngo's government. This was the

pesinaing o e Vietnam War, also called the Second

a War. .

Ngo was facing trouble from inside hi

) 5 is own c

Vieeli. g)(:ld‘l;leons l\:iere poor throughout the nation?inn:vtl:

- 55 re al ? to take over many parts of the country-

sde. Neo hi}:opu arity dwindled. In 1963, a military coup

overthien b govemmlent and he was killed. Political confu-

owed. The United States decided to step in.

Vi
142, .

Viet Cong prisoners in 1962
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=L he United ‘States Enters
In 1964, America claimed that a U3 Navy ship had been
attacked in international waters east of North Vietnam.

President Lyndon Johnson ordered a major bombing raid on

North Vietnam. Congress granted approval. Soon after, 3,500

U.S. Marines were sent to South Vietnam to assist in the
fighting against the NLE Most military leaders felt it would be
a war that could quickly and easily be won in order to stop the
spread of Communism throughout Southeast Asia.

But North Vietnamese leaders did not give up the fight.

Large numbers of U.S. troops were sent to South Vietnam

because the U.S. military was not doing well and needed to
numbers in order to Uy to win. Many South
this was a civil war and were

opposed t© Americans being
there. Many Americans felt
the same. But U.S. leaders
still sent more troops. About
75,000 U.S. soldiers were
in Vietnam in July 1965—
the number grew © 500,000
in early 1968. There were
also about 600,000 South
Vietnamese soldiers. The
aumber of deaths rose rapidly,
but the Viet Cong were
slowly being driven out of
South Vietnam.

increase its

U.S. soldiers entering
Vietnamese people felt that

a Vietnamese village

-
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The Tet Offensive was North: Vietnam’
- . m’s answer. [
tioin;;zy\}if% durmlg the Tet holiday, a new year’s ctell)eef::
Vietnamese city ::dg tzuv::h:sd ;tiTCks T e
cou?tryside. The intense b’attles (e:oni?nsljt:clltii;cwpeoeil:‘sts e
o st :::; l:neﬁzmmi clear that even with huge numbers of sol-
s asrty ardware, the United States couldn’t win
In the United ates, the peace movement was putting pres:
pute o0 & bogm Z(.ermT\ent to end the war. President Johnson
palted the bomb ing 1ln the north and Pegan negotiations with
e = 1eaders. The Paris Peace Talks, which
e gov; ITllnc, uded,, representatives from the South

Still, the ﬁghti:;nctoii:veu;i

inued.

sides. Johnson refused to run forLlf)eS:fesctr:;(:lun;(cil c1): ;););}é

Damage fo Saigan during
the 1968 Tet Offensive
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ent. He began 10 slowly pull

presid
d States,

Vietnam. In the Unite
the war. People on many
towns across the country

Richard Nixon was elected
American soldiers out of
public opinion was growing against
college campuses and in cities and

protested Armerica’s involvement.
igned in January 1973. U.S. moops

A peace treaty was §
were withdrawn, and a peaceful resolution of the conflict was
to take place. But more than 100,000 North Vietnamese
in South Vietnam, and the fighting contin-
U.S. soldiers had left. In 1975, communist
Saigon and declared vicrory. The war

troops remained
ued long after the
troops took control of

Communist froops occupied
Scigon in 1975. had finally come to an end.

Vietnam Is Reunited xie'numese refugess in
_ long Kong

North Vi
1;71'6 ¥}1leetnam and South Vietnam were reunited on July 2
o 1 le:i:olll;l;rs; was renamed the Socialist Republiz 0%
. ommunist govern ith i
e : ment with ital i
Viz::ot. But the price had been high. Morelthzi;s ;aplfl' n
damnarrcxles]: had died. Much of the countryside h ;mbhon
ay i y )
dar g:, y the fighting. Wilderness had been d )
villages had been burned. Many peopl -
o ple were homeless
Over the next several
years, hundreds of thy
. o
ed the country on boats. Known as the “bz::tsa;isp(;f F”’CZE’ :
e,” they
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other' countries in Southeast and eni
joy greater prosperity. Fe
. Few held any lingeri
gering grudges

headed roward Hong Kong and
the United States. Some boat regarding the war.

Asia. Many eventually came to

people escaped from South Vietnam as they feared persect The United States ended i )
tion by the new government. Others just wanted to liveina or trade restrictions : :E \jd its long-standing trade embargo
place with greater prosperity and less destruction. diplomatic relati(m’sz letnatr.l. in 1994. The next year fuli
It was clear that the new government faced severe prob- President Bill Clinto were established. In November 2000
lems. The beloved jeader Ho Chi Minh bad died in 1969, and since Richard Nixonr: tra'veled to Vietnam, the first presi dem’:

1o strong leaders tad taken his place. For so long the countty crowds, even in Ham: ‘:;“ th.el’.& He was greeted warmly by

it was a challenge to deal with the the issue of Servicemer; stillsl [;“::S'i(:; V‘VﬂS mainly to deal with

in action since the war.

had focused on war. Now,

issues that peacetime presented.
The economy was bad, and severe flooding in some parts, nations and to
to
promote greater cooperation between the

with drought elsewhere, increased the difficulties. Throughout United States and Vi
letnam.

the next decade, leaders tried to form alliances with the

neighboring nations of Laos and Cambodia. In the end,
Vietnam became involved in more fighting, as these countries
dealt with their own internal strife. China, formerly a friend,
attacked Vietnam in 1979 for its dealings in Cambodia.
Vietnam was becoming isolated from nearly every other coun-

try in the world.
It was clear that changes were needed. The government

announced a series of economic changes in the early 1980s,
which led to the doi moi reforms of 1986. These reforms

helped to open the Vietnamese economy to the rest of the
to participate. The

world. Vietnamese people were CAgET
relaxed economic regulations and govemmental controls gave

them opportunities €0 run businesses on their own. They
could build industries, trade with other nations, and promote
tourism. They wanted to be part of the world economy

But hlS visit alSO ser Ved to Increase t[ade between the two

!.I.S. president Bill Clinton
in Vielnam

The Struggle for Independence 59

58 Vietnam



