A monument in Granado
marks Nicoragua's
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independence from Spain.

mor of Nicaragua. The city of

i ies removed the gove . he ey o
témm;da supported the revolutionaries, but dxlesculys; Lo
ran: ,
.o On September 1J,
ined loyal to Spain. U= Lo
remail::e of Izllicaragua' declared its independence from Spal
prov

0 N ' rllo
In 1822, Nicaragua joined the Mexican Empire, but this
n ’

. . ca, Bl
lasted only a year. Then, Nicaragua joined with Costa Rica
aste

art of 2
Salvador, Guatemala, and Hondutas. to bec:;\:ﬁzn o
Central American Federation. This otg;a1 laton el
because some countries wanted to govermn tN jcmgua,ﬁnauy
others wanted one central government.

became an independent republic in 1838.

I;_dssc-lge Across the Isthmus)

Until the mid-nineteenth century, the
United States had little interest in
Nicaragua. The turning point came
with the Californian gold rush. People
and mining equipment needed to be
transported across the continent from
east to west as quickly as possible. The
route from the Atlantic port of San Juan
del Norte (then known as Greytown),
along the San Juan River to Lake
Nicaragua, and then overland to San
Juan del Sur on the Pacific coast seemed
to offer the best opportunity.

In 1849, the Nicaraguans gave the
United States the exclusive right to develop the route. A com-
pany belonging to Commodore Comnelius Vanderbilt was to build
a canal within twelve years. In return, the United States promised
to protect Nicaragua from foreign, namely British, invasion.

The British were far from happy with this arrangement and
tried to stop the operations. The United States and Great
Britain then agreed to work together, though they did not
mention this to the Nicaraguan goverh‘ment. But the disputes
continued. The Nicaraguan government also had other prob-
lems. One problem was William Walker, an adventurer.
Another problem was a civil war. The route was built, but
after only five years in use, the route was closed from 1857
until 1862 and completely abandoned in 1868.

—— Cortés, 1524

..

Comelius Vanderbift
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—— Colambus, 1502-1504

Proposed conal and rovte by mid-niretesnth
Seatury travalers to Califorsla




The dictionary describes o flibuster as o “lowless
wthorized and”’

adventurer, or ond.who: engoges-in ung:
t foreign stotes.” In the nineteenth:

" irregular war agains!
century, William Wolker was the meost famous filibuster

in Cenivol America.
Walker was born in 1824 in Nashville, Tennessee.

'.- newspuper editor - in
New  Orleans; “ihed-
maved to Californio:
Walker was @ strong
advocate of slavery, and
he wanted fo create a
republic. He seized land
in southern Califomia
and declared it a sepa-
rate nation with himself
os president. Walker's
put down and he stood trial. He

ot

rebellion was quickly
was ocquitted by a jury: Despite his failure, he had
gained a reputation o5 d daring soldier of fortune.

\n 1855, Walker and @ band of about fifty men
took control and set up

went to Nicoragua. He easily
his awn government the following year.

Walker declared himself president of Nicarogua.
An ancient Indion legend said that a saviour would
come to the Nicaraguan region with light eyes, and
Walker often referred to himself as “the grey-eyed
rman of Destiny.” However, once in power he ruled like
a tyrant. He angered the Nicoraguons by making

English the officiol language and selling native land to
of shavery met with

American companies. His support
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Aﬂgr becoming o doctor; he worked.as @ lavyer and

William Walker

some appraval in the United States, but many peoplein

entrol America were for from happy- !
“Walker dr_eorﬁed idf; 'es_tdb\ishinﬁ [i»:empiréigf R

i Central American countrias. Ho waiied o use the.”

<anal across the isthmus to aitract shipping inferests fo
Ceniral America. He also planned to use slave labor on
plantations in the region. Walker's biggest mistakes
were. underesfimating Great Britain’s interests in
. Ceniru\Amencunnd pnge'rir:]gICprﬁe\ius anaeﬂoilt. )

" Led by ot Rica, backed by Great Bitoin;ond

" funded by.Cbrnéiius' Vanderbit; the ;C:ent‘rul"‘/il_ﬁ’errimn

acfions declared war. During the “National War,* the
filibusters were defeated in the batlle of Rivas near the
Costa Ricon border. Walker fled fo the United States.
Later, he made ofher gempts to retumn fo Cer!h'ﬂi
America, the last in 1860. The British Navy caught him
as he fried to enfer Honduras. After being turned over
to the authorifies, he was executed in Trujille,
Honduras. He was only thirly-six years old.

- ~ “The Thirty Years”
“ompared with the 1840s 505, when :
and 1850s, when Ni
; ; ic
:::: than thirteen leaders, the last part of the ?;ig;a h'(:fl
ury was a period of stability and prosperity. Ni -

refer to this period as the Thirty Years o e

S i -
- eveTa:] conservative governments were in charge du i
Europ:nfd. The exporting of coffee, much in demanc;u'lg
Wealfh , le dto an economic boom. Coffee growers bec -
becamy ax:i the gap between them and the peasant fa\rr':lme
bece ase l:n er. But with the profits from coffee and other cr .
such anan. as, the government was able to improve corm(')np .

i znsthwuh. new telegraph lines, roads, and raiﬁoads "
o ; erd i:lportant development occurred in- 1857

a and Ledn agreed to make M; .
’ anagua the seat

ernment and effectively the country’s capftal city. ot

Send In the Marines =

Inl } < :

" Coi? ,A m:Offb;:srals},I led by ]o?é}'ISantos Zelaya, took control in
: govemmentp . W ben a particular group suddenly takes over
B , O en‘ y force. During his sixteen years in office
ooy e tmalny 1fnprovements. He opened the country tc;
foreign profer:;nt, 1mcreased coffee and banana production,
P :na army, and built new roads, railroad lines
o n?l?lent buildings. It was also during his time,
fhcechac ™ quuma was officially incorporated into Nicaragua.

by e Ofet;ya was a dictator, he upset the United States.
i e ce‘ntpry, U.S. companies controlled most f

gua’s production of coffee, bananas, gold, and timb .

, er.

José Santos Zelaya
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The United States was again interested in In 1925, believing the
isthmus canal. But vatives to be well-established 1r-1

Zelaya would not give his permission. His government, the United S
) tates
angered conservas withdrew the marines. But the

tive groups in Nicaragua who were mostly next year the marines returned
landowners. In 1909, a revolt broke out. to stop a Liberal revolt, In 192e7
When two U.S. citizens, who had taken most of the rival parties ci

killed, the United o put down their arms andg::;k

part in the revolt were
0 marines 10 Bluefields together democratically. Th
. ey

States sent 40
¢ to support the signed the Pact of Espino Negro

on the Atlantic coas
Conservatives. Zelaya was forced to resign- One rebel leader, h
, however,

But the troubles did not end there. would not sign. He was Au
The Liberals and Conservatives continued César Sandino. L
to be at each other’s throats. In 1912,
the United States was again asked to send
in marines when 2 Liberal force led by

layd6n threatened to unseat

| Benjamin Ze
| the Conservative government. When

Zelaydon’s revolt crumbled, he was killed.

constructing a frans-

anti-American stance

| o Avugusto Sandino
AIJgI‘.l!'O Sundino was bom if 1895, As a
young man he spent fime .in Honduras
Guatemala, and Mesxico. During his truve|s’
-he was influenced by the new ideas of oom:
munism and support for indigenous peoples.
Reium.ing fo Nicarogua in 9:26; heifdt.mc.l: a
work in.a U.S.-owned gold mine and was
soon lecturing the workers on social ini.usliue
Sandino formed a small army of worlers
u§d pe.osunis. He vowed to woge his guertilla
camipaign until the last U.S. marine hud.leﬁ the
country. The marines left in 1933. However, i
1934, while in the middle of negoliations ‘A”I::
the government, Sandino was arrested and
executed by the National Guard.

U.S. marines remained in Nicaraguad

until 1933.
- During this time, Nicaragua signed
the United

jcaraguan

various treaties which gave
States more control over N
affairs. In 1916, the two countries agreed
to the Chamorro-Bryan Treaty. This treaty
gave the United States the rights to build
a canal across Nicaragua-
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Sandino, leading his Army for the Defense of Nicaraguan
Sovereignty, continued to fight. But by the 1930s, the United
States was titing of the guerrilla war, and upset by the growing
tist of casualties. A plan was devised so that U.S. troops could

go home. It was agreed that the North Americans would train
a Nicaraguan National Guard to take over their job. Although
Sandino had agreed that he would stop fighting once the
marines left, he changed his mind because he believed the
National Guard was a tool of the U.S. government.

As a compromise, President Sacasa offered Sandino and his

men an Amnesty. One night, after dinner with the president,

Sandino was murdered. The person behind the assassination was
the head of the National Guard, Anastasio “Tacho” Somoza
arnbitious man who feared Sandino might

Garcia. He was a very
persuade the president to get #id of the National Guard. With
Somoza Garcia was on the first step of 3

Sandino out of the way,
ruthless road to power. Once Somoza Garcia gained control of the

country, he and his sons controlled Nicaragua for forty-two years.

~ TheSomomas

Anastasio .Somoza Garcia became president in 1937. He
retained his position as head of the National Guard and used
it to control virtually everything in Nicaragua from the radio
stations ‘to the public health service. He appointed only
friends and relatives to jmportant government and legal jobs.
He bribed supporters to keep them loyal. Within a year, he
was in a strong enough position to declare that be would stay
in power beyond his presidenti al term.

Som i
oo :;3 ge::;? Xz:[sle:iclucatedl in the United States and
ndersoo ‘ an culture. He knew he had to
o S;::;c:lthtdl the U.S. government. To convince the
ied Sta o, e created a government that was similar to a
der appeaﬂi gvetrontz:-::;idHe it:(})lund ways to stay in power with-
GuaDriIdealt et ;iﬁ (:an.constltution. The National
o gllI]xag,S:X;]/orld \)fVar 15, it :suited Somoza Garcia to declare
- wp;:: or the Allies and the United States. Already
snomos tzrl ;Cr y f;om coffee and cattle ranching, his fortunes
soared with | ease: expo.rts of timber, gold, and cotton. His
.Y ed most of these industries. By the end of th

presﬂ}cif.nt was one of the richest men in Central Amerfc;v e
. tlisu\:r,zsry a (t)urmngd point. The majority of Nicaraguans
e thisp t?; an hthe So.mozas’ wealth made them very
Somoza Garcia. In 1‘24: eSoilmtec:} Sta'tt’:s e
fident enough to protest’openlt;z?n r::?vseopponems Fltcon
demonstrations. Once again he deceived
them. He placed another person as the
new president, and made vatious promises
to the labor unions. By also making peac
with the United States, he managed tz
stay in power. However, in September
1956, he was assassinated by a young poet.
He was succeeded by his sons. The
elder, Luis, became president, and
Anastasio “Tachito” took over as l:ead of

Anastosio Samoza Garcia
lcenter) and his sons, Luis

Somoza Debayle and
Anastasio Somoza chayle
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the National Guard. Luis seemed not
But Anastasio preferred bru
elections and appointed friends to
also impressed the United States by

. o ba
munist, even supplying \
Bay of Pigs invasion in Cuba in 1961.

the 1972 earthquake t0 reveal just

The Sandinistas
In 1961, a group of university shlde.nts lgd byCu:l;s
—Fo'nsem Silvio . Méyorga, ‘and Tgmﬁs- Borge: {pichu A\‘
fgimed the Sandinista Nafional Ubération an.r(FsLN;
Frente Sandinista de Liberacién: Naciona), named after .

Augusto Sandino. The Sandinistas began as followers of

‘Karl Marx, a German who believed that wealth should b'e
spread evenly among al the people of a country, Marxs
+theory is.the basis for Communism. .
~The Sondinistas’ aim was o averﬂ.\rowt.rlje Som:zn::e
Mnny young-people, Jnspired by Fidel C,ustro»ur}m B
Cuban revolution two years’ earlier, i/olunteered_fo‘pm.
N s N b
As-a smoll, il-equipped . growp they :were not cfble y
meke much headway during the 1960s. Occasionally,

though, some successes against the National Guard gave

them good publicity.

eThe Sandinistas confinued to fight ﬂ\mug.h the 1970s.
in 1979, they forced the last Somoza into exile. Thot y:r,
the polifical branch of the Sandinistas came to power. The

Sandinistas remained in government for eleven years.
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~ End of the Somozas )
" acio Somora De ident. It too!
i Debayle became president
In 1967, Anastasio Somoza De yhow e i i

as ruthless as his father.

te force. Together, they rigged the
important positions. They
being strongly anti-com-
ses on the Caribbean coast for the

After the earthquake, members of the National Guard were
involved in the widespread looting of homes and businesses.
They also took food that overseas organizations had sent to help
victims of the earthquake and sold it to people on the streets.
Money intended for earthquake victims also found its way into
Somoza government accounts. Anastasio Somoza Debayle later
denied these things, but few believed him. By 1974, the presi-
dent’s personal wealth was estimated at US$400 million. People
in Nicaragua and in other countries were angered. .

As the opposition mounted, so did the confidence of the
newly formed Sandinista movement, the FSLN. In 1974, the
Sandinistas kidnapped several Nicaraguan officials, including
Somoza family members. The FSLN demanded and received a
ransom of $1 million and the release of fourteen prisoners.

The Somoza government became even
more repressive. In 1974, Anastasio
Somoza Debayle was again “re-elected”
president. By now opposition politicians,
wealthy businessmen, the Church, and
the Sandinistas were working together.
President Jimmy Carter threatened to cut
off military aid to Nicaragua unless human
rights improved.

Pedro Joaqufn Chamorro Cardénal,
leader of the opposition and editor of a
major newspapet, La Prensa, was assassi-
nated in January 1978. A nationwide strike
and mass demonstrations followed. The

Chamorro {right} was editor
of La Prensa.

A Land Divided 59



60 Nicaragua

1] remained in control, but their ruthless

National Guard sti
s led the United States to S0P rnilitary aid to Nicaragua.
the National Palace and took

workers and legistators

actic

In 1978, the FSLN stormed
2,000 people hostage—government
alike. President Somoza gave way to their demands.
Nevertheless, the following year, Somoza announced that he
would extend his term in office to 1981. But this time, the

opposition and FSLN had the upper hand. By the middle of
1979, the Sandinistas had control of most of the country-
They forced Somoza tO resign and fles to Miami, Florida. A

year later, he was assassinated in Paraguay.

( B_Ev_e@‘_@_f';;ﬁ_ef_iﬁ_l_’g@f'

The FSLN created a new government, the Junta
of National Reconstruction (JNR). It included
the Sandinista Daniel José Ortega Saavedra and
Violeta Barrios de Chamorro, widow of the assas-

sinated Pedro Chamorro-
The country faced enorm
least 50,000 people ha
than half a million had
About 120,000 people had
of them skilled professional
was in ruins, and few people ha

POot, food was scarce,
nonexistent. The country OWe

fars to international banks and organizations-

ous problems. At
d been kitled, and more
been made homeless.
fled into exile, many
people. The economy
d land that they

could farm. The majority of people were very
and medical help almost

d mitlions of dol-

The U.
ol Thi ;or:iglrréss approved an aid package of millions of
ollars. ndinistas took over the b
ol e banks and busine:
morZ : h:I:C)Zc())k over the Somoza properties, which added ::Z
percent of Nicaragua’s be
: st land. The
Tnent organized a literacy campaign, and g
improvements in health care ’ mede gt
Not everyone a '
pproved of the
s government’s
v heda de Chamorto thought it had gone too far. Ogiogrim.
: ad not gone far enough and split from the. i g
; m
lot;mp;stlnos, People from rural areas, were frustrat:ln bpaI;Y'
o lg elays in carrying out land reforms. In the Mo . t 'e
r 1g on, people were hostile to the FSLN’s clumsy atr I
e oé';t.e fthern from their traditional homes YR
ief among the oppositio :
. n to the FSLN were f
ional Guard members, many of them exiled in Honzrmer
uras.

The United S
tates also worried ab i
out Nicaraguan links wi
with  Contras in troini
ning

the Soviet Union and Cuba. When
.President Ronald Reagan took office
m' 1980, he suspended aid to
Nfcaragua. In 1982, he authorized
millions of dollars for recruiting and
t?aining Nicaraguan counter-revolu-
tionaries, called Contras. By the
mid-1980s about 15,000 Contras were .
training in Honduras and Costa Rica.
In response, the Sandinistas required
all men over age sixteen to join the
army. The government had to use




« 7 wentinto exile.
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When the Chamorros first arvived in Nicoragua from H
Spain in the eighteenth century, they settled in Granada. i
During the nineteenth century, two fomily members
became president. The most prominent Chamoro was
Emiliano Chamorro Vargas {1871-1966). Known as
the Lion of Nicaragua, he served
1917-1921. He was active in polifics alt his life, but
when he failed to win the presidency a second fime, he

7 The ‘great grand-nephew, Pedro Chamairo, who -
" was the ‘ledder of the opposition gnd. editor of

L Prensd, wos assassinated inl '
‘egr\em of the newspdper and

took over the manag!
o's opposition aciviies. She

continued her |ate husban!

money to pay for the war, which should have been spent on

the social needs of the people.

In 1985, the U.S Congress voted to stop funding the
Contras. President Reagan then announced 2 trade embargo
preventing U.S. companies from doing business with
Nicaragua. Until that time, the United States had been
ding partner. The embargo, combined

Nicaragua's main &
with the on-going Wab had 2 devastating effect on the

Nicaraguan economy. As the situation deteriorated, the
Sandinistas themselves resorted to
human rights violations, and press censorship.

Meanwhile, in the United States, the Irangate scandal was

unfolding. Although Congress had decided not to back the

members of the Reagan government

repressive measures,

counterrevolutionaries,

The Chamorros

was elected president in 1990. But the Sandinista rev-
olution split the family. Violetta hod become
disillusioned with the Sondinista government, thinking

its politics. too radical. Her newspuperreﬂemd her

as president from
son and youngest daughter worked on La Prensa which

had reopened. But her eldest daughter was &
i Sondinista diplomiat, and-her youngest son was editing
the Sondinish-duiiy newspaper, Borricado. Pedro's
own brothers and @ number of cousins in prominent
positions also had opposiﬁg political views. I remains
to be seen which Chamorro will hit the polifical head-

s

978. His wile, Violeta,

lines next.

.. ideas and.was shut down by the Scindinistas in 1986, .
At the fimé of her election; Vicleto Chomiorro's eldest .

were i

Comrj:h?i earr[rjlssto Iran and sending the money to the

Contras. The m }(fentral Intelligence Agency also was

By 1987 aﬁ sigdtesevcri(:mras' d

. , e prepared to enter

An jrglzer:;nt.was ‘reached and the Sandinist::a:reor:ilstsd.

pati ctions 1n. 1990. The elections went ahead
a result that astonished almost everybody. e

¢ R S
: A New Direction N

In the 19 - i i y
e (; angg:l:cn:]r;] \éloleta Chamorro, leader of the coalition,
- ista (the United Nati ’
. onal iti
ie;eated Daniel Ortega. The Sandinistas, and 311 w(o)trl,crl)os‘luon)
_er;nml?ed. ';'l'éey had been confident of winning the :{;:rge’
e United States supported the UN o
: 0. i
the United States called off the trade embatr;t:ft a':rdt t:letel;;mon
ut off sup-
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plies to the Contras. Fearing further violence

between the Sandinistas and Contras, Chamotro

agreed that Sandinista officers could keep their

positions in the army. Ortega’s brother continued
as head of the military. The Contras were invited
to return to Nicaragua from Honduras, provided
they turned in their weapons. Many followed
orders, but others chose to fight on. These rebels
became known as recontras.

Chamorro completed her six yeats in office,
though many people believed that her son-in-
law, Antonio Lacayo, was in control. Peace
finally came to Nicaragua and the economy
improved, but divisions within the UNO had

surfaced, with right-wing support going to the
Liberal Constitutionalist Party (PLC). The party
was led by an ex-mayot of Managua, Arnoldo
Alemén. In 1996, he was elected president.

( Aleméns Government "

The inauguration of Amoldo Alemén in 1997 marked only the
second transfer of power in Nicaragua’s recent history of one
democratically elected president to another. He was supported
by wealthy people, the Catholic Church, and many poot peo”
ple of Managua who had witnessed the U.S.-style developments
e had introduced when he was mayor- Though the poot peo~
ple could not afford the drive-in movies, fast-food restaurants,

or shopping malls, they approved of the changes.

- < thi ¥ er, F
rotfg.;hl he hud too muchgawe ..Aforir,ler_viqe'-présiaénf%f the FSIN, *
Sergio Ramirez, called for de’m_ocruﬁc,refo}'m’l} San%diﬁi‘sridél begun k;

impz;‘;l‘f:iznd}l\ad made a number of campaign promises, including
merovi some e;;r‘xomsf and settling the land problem. He has
achved e o 1s ol?]&qu. However, the economy remains
accus,ed ofpcz:rr:); tlisoj:lewxdessltead. His government has been
: . Recently, workers
carr;ﬁ out demonstrations and strikes againsini:;:l:: e
s eh ;seljationship Petween Nicaragua and the lt;l:ir;:d
ates e ::;prc;ved in recent years, especially after U.S.
troops NOS < after the destruction caused by Hurricane
Misch Now e. two governments are cooperating in the d
’,rhpro hem in the whole Central American region. e
o lersealva::i been tension‘between Nicaragua, Honduras,
and Bl Salva gu;)fv:; ;. territorial dispute in the Caribbean
occurred between Hon(c)irlii::a;ul\:il i;::;zzxoog ’ ;r}[xned e
been taken to the International Court of ]fslii(;e in ;:alieagia )
e.

Sandinista Split

:‘oH:wing his defeat to Violeta Chamorro, Daniel Ortega's positio)
leader of the FSIN was challenged. Some members of the p::; .

take sides. In September 1594 e

ft.mned the Sandinista Renavation Movem:m (M:STBA;\‘:)« Yeur' i
sional people. joined his porty, including iwo-fhird.s bfnfyh P"?fes-
r.epresentaﬁvs; in the National AssemblyHowever in th 19: i)
tion the MRS gained just one seat in‘ the Assembl* i 6 e
FSEN's thirty-five seats. e
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