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Locke
Natural Rights-Life, Liberty, and Property
Government should protect our natural rights or be replaced. 
Impact: Declaration of Independence


Voltaire
Critique of abuses of power-aristocracy, church
Impact: freedom of speech and religion (Bill of Rights)


Montesqueiu 
balance of power, checks and balances (executive, legislative, judicial)
Impact: US Constitution has a President (executive), Congress (legislative), and Supreme Court (judicial)


Rousseau
Social Contract-government should express the general will of the people. 
Impact: Government expresses the soveriegnty of the people (We the people...)


Beccaria
Laws are to preserve the social contract. Criminal punishments should prevent crime. 
Impact: Fairness in trials and punishments (Bill of Rights)











