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Lesson 1.1  HANDOUT: QUOTES ON CONFLICT AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 
(cut into strips)

Peace is not the absence of con�ict, it is the ability to handle con�ict by peaceful means. —Ronald Reagan

Aggressive conduct, if allowed to go unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads to war. —John F. Kennedy

Today the real test of power is not capacity to make war, but capacity to prevent it. —Anne O’Hare McCormick

You can’t shake hands with a clenched �st. —Indira Gandhi

There should be an honest attempt at the reconciliation of differences before resorting to combat. —Jimmy Carter 

If you want to make peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies. —Moshe Dayan

When you negotiate an agreement, you must remember that you are also negotiating a relationship. —Harold Nicolson

A diplomat must use his ears, not his mouth. —Komura Jutaro 

Truth springs from argument amongst friends. —David Hume

Don’t be afraid of opposition. Remember, a kite rises against; not with; the wind. —Hamilton Mabie

The harder the con�ict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly; it is dearness 
only that gives everything its value. —Thomas Paine

Never ascribe to an opponent motives meaner than your own. —John M. Barrie

An eye for an eye makes us all blind. —Mahatma Gandhi
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If war is the violent resolution of con�ict, then peace is not the absence of con�ict, but rather, the ability to resolve con�ict 
without violence. — C.T. Lawrence Butler, author of On Con�ict and Consensus. A Handbook on Formal Consensus Decision-
making (2000)

Work on developing a cooperative relationship, so when con�ict comes, you believe you are allies. —Dean Tjosvold

You can outdistance that which is running after you, but not what is running inside you. —Rwandan Proverb

Dif�culties are meant to rouse, not discourage. The human spirit is to grow strong by con�ict. —William Ellery Channing 


