e i i forth a code of
The Confucianist religious philosophy, Whlf:h set' or ool
moral conduct for righteous rulers and t};.n' dutiful subjects, was
i r with the Vietnamese nobles. o
especl;zgxfe?géz and 1427, there was a central kingship in Vlgtnzsnz;
but wealthy, aristocratic families battled for power. The Ngczl z:sties
was replaced by other ruling families, and the Ly and Trant. ys s
both had 200-year reigns over Vietnam._Succe.ssfuI. dynas 11e hac
three-fold task: to maintain their authority a.gams.t mtelrrcllat coms'lde
itors, to protect the country against Chinese invasion, lam gfhe e
land for Vietnam’s expanding population. The Tran ejn arge " n);W
tem of dikes on the Red River and brought extensive areas

fand g:;)pf;l?k\l}:it;ocrll(.)seness to the sea and their reputatio.n for bein'g
the best sailors in East Asia, the Vietnamese rerpained tied iz i:;r
land and rice growing and gave only secondar.y 1mporta(;xcet 0
itime trade. However, the country was heavily delpetz1 en o
fishermen who worked the coastal water_s and prov1ge atzrms oo
staple for Vietnam’s rice-based diet. Fearing the sudden s

. .
In 1284 and 1287, the ,L.,Mf/‘ <P

Mongol ruler Kublai %“' ,
Khan was defeated in his
attempts to reestablish

Chinese rule over S
Vietnam. : j
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often swept in over the South China Sea, the fishermen painted the
eyes or heads of dragons on their boats to frighten the evil water
spirits who were believed to stir up the sea.

The Chinese never gave up their hopes of reconquering Viet-
nam. In 1284 and 1287, the Kublai Khan, the Mongol ruler of China,
sent huge armies to conquer Vietnam. Both times, the Mongol ar-
mies were defeated. Later, however, Vietnam suffered a Series of
defeats at the hands of neighboring kingdoms to the south and west
and, in 1407, the Chinese regained control of the country. A resist-
ance movement founded by a landowner named Le Loi fought back
against the invaders and drove them out of the capital, Hanoi. In

1427, the victorious Le Loi proclaimed himself emperor of Vietnam,
thus establishing the Le dynasty.

An Expanding Kingdom
From the time of their arrival in the Red River region, the Vietnam-
ese had been partially shielded from other kingdoms on the Indo-
chinese peninsula by the western mountain ranges. Under the Le
dynasty, Vietnam began to push southward. In the past, the Viet-
namese had fought frequent wars with the Chams, whose kingdom
of Champa included most of what is now the central part of Vietnam.
Like the Khmers, who occupied the southern part of the Indochinese
peninsula, the Chams practiced the Hindu religion and were heavily
influenced by the Indian civilization. A seafaring people, the Chams
had sailed north on several occasions and defeated Vietnamese ar-
mies, once burning Hanoi.

During the 1400s, the Vietnamese defeated the Chams and es-
tablished Vietnamese settlements and military colonies throughout
Champa. The conquest of the southern territories opened up new
landholdings for the Vietnamese peasantry, and the kingdom’s
wealth and military power were greatly increased. The Le rulers
introduced humane legal codes that gave property ownership rights



to women, who in Vietnamese society had a much lower social po-
sition than men. The ruling dynasty also carried out land reforms
that aided the peasants.

By this time, Confucianism had almost completely replaced
Buddhism as the dominant religion in Vietnam. Confucianist teach-
ings emphasized the importance of knowledge and learning, and
Vietnamese provinces were administered by royal officials known as
mandarins, who were well-schooled in Confucianist teachings.
Young men studied for examinations in Confucianist philosophy that
determined whether they were fit to become mandarins.

Although most new developments in the arts occurred at the
royal court and in the larger cities, the village remained the back-
bone of Vietnamese society. Each village elected its own officials,
who were responsible for maintaining order, trying court cases, and
making sure that taxes were collected. In the delta regions, villagers

spent much of the year repairing dikes, digging canals to divert
floodwaters, and working on other public projects. Villages were
located beside the dike embankments and were connected to each
other by paths that ran along the tops of the walls. Village families
were aligned in large clans, whose members met to practice sacred
rituals such as the honoring of the clan’s ancestors.

Vietnam had only short periods of domestic peace during the
reign of the Le dynasty, and the country was racked by constant
fighting between competing aristocratic families. Although the Le
continued to hold the title of emperor until near the end of the 18th
century, they had lost almost all control of the government by 1500.

In the mid-1500s, Vietnam was divided between two powerful
families, the Mac and the Trinh. After more than 60 years of warfare,
the Trinh defeated their rivals and reunited ‘their divided land. But
in the early 1600s, Vietnam was split apart once.more by the struggle
between the Trinh, who ruled from Hanoi in the north, and the
Nguyen family, who controlled the southern part of the kingdom.
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ioth :lamllles claimed to support the Le emperors, and the Trinh
: url';c ed many campaigns against the South. However, the Nguyen
r:}; 1tv\:io strong walls across the northern border of their land and
ulsed every Trinh attack. The Ngu . gi
' . yen were given milita -
sistance by the Dutch, who in ot 1
: . , return were granted i
establish trading centers in the South ; fhe vgnt fo
I i l
deercll ;(i:fr,l the Trmhhand the Nguyen families signed a truce and
am near the present-day city of Qan i i
: g Tri. During th
f)(;llgwmbg ((:1e.ntur):i of peace, the Nguyen attacked the Khmer kinggdoni
ambodia and conquered the rest of th
. : . e eastern coast of
Indochinese pc?nmsula, including the Mekong Delta. By the mid-lgzﬁ
century, the Vietnamese occupied most of the territory that c i
present-day Vietnam. e
' Be-gmnir.lg in the 16th century, Europeans began to play an
1ncreasmgly 1rr.1p0rtant role in East Asian affairs. In 1535, the Por
bl;g:heese;) esttz;llallghed a trading post in Vietnam. They were, followed
utch, British, and French, who battl i
B ;i , ed with each other f
Eontrol of the rich Asian trade in silk, tea, ivory, and spices Tl(:z
o;lgopi;ns we;\r: unable to dominate Vietnam as they did other .parts
outheast Asia, because both the northe
. , ern and southern areas of
Vietnam had .strong governments and fought off the Europeans’ (;
tempts to build colonial bases in Indochina. v
t T.he Vietnamese nations remained feudal societies ruled by aris-
mocratl(ci:.landown.ers who severely exploited the peasantry. Famines
Ofa;?u ing bandits, and gr‘eedy tax collectors added to the trouble;
| e peasz'm.ts, who grew increasingly restless about their wretched
bl\e/;‘n?:l ::o}x:dltlons. Calling out for sweeping social reforms that would
undee rmtinz é)(;ﬁr’ th:hpeasants engaged in widespread rebellions that
e authority of the Nguyen and Trinh i
- : . Havin
in the armies that had defend i N oo
ed Vietnam against foreign i
the peasants felt a stron i e
g sense of national pride and w i
: ere comm
to saving the country from corrupt administrators. el
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In 1772, three brothers (who were named for their home, the
central Vietnamese village of Tay Son) organized a peasant rebellion
that quickly grew into a powerful national movement. The rebels
overthrew the Nguyen in 1777 and then marched north and defeated
the Trinh after a nine-year struggle. The youngest Tay Son brother
declared himself emperor.

The Tay Son ruled over a united Vietnam for only a short period.
Nguyen Anh, a member of the defeated Nguyen family, won control
of the South with the help of French mercenaries. Popular support
for the Tay Son died when the brothers failed to take steps to improve
social conditions for the common people. By 1802, Nguyen Anh had
defeated the Tay Son and crowned himself emperor of Vietnam under

the name Gia Long.

French Control

Under Gia Long and succeeding emperoys of the Nguyen dynasty,
Vietnam enjoyed a period of national unity. Much of the country’s
network of canals and dikes had fallen into disrepair during the
previous years of tumult, and Gia Long established a huge national
public works program to restore crumbling structures and build new
bridges and castles. To help bind the nation together, the Nguyen
constructed a wide road from Hanoi to Saigon. They also formed a
strong war fleet to protect Vietnam's coastline.

The Nguyen left most of the responsibilities of administering
Vietnam's provinces to local governors and thus had little contact
with the common people. Gradually, some of the provincial lords
began to challenge the authority of the ruling dynasty. The Nguyen
emperors crushed most of the revolts, but their increasing isolation
from their subjects left the country vulnerable to foreign intrusions.

The assault on Vietnam’s independence was not long in coming.
By the early 1800s, the French had decided to- establish a strong
foothold in Indochina. French merchants and Catholic missionaries,
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who had begun setting up trading posts and churches in Viet 39'
the 1600s, helped spread French influence in the count ’?am mf
thousa.nds of Vietnam’s peasants were converted to Chrir:t.ia Tsl;)
Catholic priests, who encouraged the French govern et un
a colonial state in Vietnam. et fo set
‘ T.he Nguyen emperors became increasingly suspicious about th
intentions of the Catholic missionaries. After large numbers ;1 Vi :
namese Christians were implicated in plots to overthrow t}(l)e o
erflrr.lent, .the emperors began a large-scale persecution of gtol:_
missionaries. In the 1830s, several missionaries were executed (el
many more expelled from the country. Vietnam’s distrust of F n
and other Western nations was further increased in the 1840 ra?ce
the British attacked Chinese ports and forced Chi o
miliating trade concessions. i fo make hu-
' The Vietnamese government rejected French attempts to
g.otlate' commercial treaties and continued to persecute Catholi n'e-
sionaries. In 1847, the French navy retaliated by firing upon tlllc sort
of Da Nang, killing hundreds of Vietnamese. The French folf porg
up their initial attack by sending a large expeditionary f -
ern Vietnam in 1858. r foree fosoutl
. The French invasion coincided with peasant revolts in northe
Vletns_im. Tu Duc, the reigning emperor, suppressed the rebelli .
but his troops were unable to stop the French. By 1867, the e o
had been forced to allow French control over the s’outhe:::)pem]r
qu'arter of Vietnam, which the French called Cochin China. D m'OSt
this period, the French also seized control of Cambodia e
_ France continued its battle for an empire in Sou.theast Asi
Vletr.lamese independence ended in 1883, when a French army fo aci
the imperial court to grant the French the right to govern )t)he rcet
of the country._Although the Vietnamese emperor was allow (;ets
hold on to his throne, his role became mainly ceremoni leTh0
French divided Vietnam into three colonial states: Cochinaéhinz
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(southern Vietnam), Annam (central Vietnam), and Tonkin (north-
ern Vietnam). France governed these areas as separate parts of
French Indochina, which also included Cambodia and Laos.
During the following six decades, the French built up a strong
colonial system in Indochina. The French colonial administration
claimed that it was providing the Vietnamese with an efficient gov-
ernment, improved medical, educational, and transportation sys-
tems, and a more prosperous economy. In reality, the French often
treated the Vietnamese prutally and were mainly interested in ex-
ploiting Indochina’s agriculture and minerals. To help French set-
tlers build large plantations, the colonial governors seized land from
the peasants and forced them to become landless laborers. The
French constructed dams, canals, and railroads throughout the
country, but these public works programs were often extremely
wasteful and were a huge burden on the overtaxed Vietnamese
people.
French rule left a deep mark on the Vietnamese, introducing
them to Western learning and customs and expanding their global
outlook. Some Vietnamese scholars attended universities in France

In the 1920s, Ho Chi
Minh began to establish
himself as the leader of
Vietnam’s Communist

party.
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and h;llpeg to further scientific research in their own country. How

ever, the broadening of Vietnam’s cul . _
n tural base was acquired at th

expense of traditional Vietnamese learning, which was scorned be

the French and ignored in public schools. . g

_ Vletnz_amese. resentment of French rule spurred the growth of a
Z}gorﬁus lhberatlon movement in the early 20th century. The na
ionalist leader Phan Boi Chau was i . -
: especially active in organizin

pr.i);ets)ts against the colonial administration. The French retaliate§

with beatings, arrests, and sometime i
. , s, s even executions of Vietname

f}?trlo-ts. The liberation movement was checked for the moment btsxet:
e Vietnamese desire for independence could not be stifled foréver

The Struggle for Independence
In 193.9, World War II broke out in Europe. Early in the war, G
many invaded France and forced it to surrender. The conﬂictat:‘, e
a struggle between the Axis powers (Germany, Italy, and Ja ) and
the Allies (Britain, the United States, and the Soviét UnimSanV)VﬁT;d
the Germans fought to dominate Europe, their ally Japan was' t '1 ;
to create an empire in eastern Asia. After invading China in the I;er;g
1930s, Japan pushed southward. By the early 1940s, the J e
troops occupied all of Southeast Asia. , e
force{ialzﬁn alltowfeclll French colonial officials to govern Indochina but
em to follow the orders of the Ja i

As France’s hold over Indochina began to slri);,n ;?:tz:;liztf;ifomﬁs-
groups _.gained control over areas of the Vietnamese countrysidoem}l‘;ft
Indochinese Communist party, a group that supported radical o ?
reforms such as seizing land from wealthy landlords and ,(g,iv'socu'l
to peasants, emerged as the most powerful of the resistance e
In 1_941, the Communists’ leader, Ho Chi Minh, organized a gr;)'ltl'ps.
of liberation grqups known as the Vietminh. i)uring WorldC (::h:rl(l)ln

the Vietminh gave the Allies i .
ies
movements. information about Japanese troop
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Although little fighting occurred in Vietnam during World War
11, the Vietnamese suffered terribly from famine. As many as 2 mil-
lion people may have starved to death in northern Vietnam during
the last year of the war. By early 1945, the tide of the war had turned
against Japan. After the Allies freed France from German control,
the Japanese decided that French colonial administrators in Indo-
china could no longer be trusted. In March 1945, the Japanese ar-
rested all French officials in Vietnam and set up a new government
headed by the Vietnamese emperor Bao Dai. The Japanese declared
that Vietnam was an independent nation, but it was still supervised
by Japan’s armies.

In August 1945, Japan surrendered to the Allies and gave up
control over Southeast Asia. Backed by popular support, the Viet-
minh quickly assumed power and forced Bao Dai to step down as
ruler. On September 2, 1945, Ho Chi Minh, the leader of the new
government, announced the formation of a united Vietnam under
the name of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (DRV). The seat of
government was Hanoi.

The Vietnamese still had a long battle ahead for their inde-
pendence. Refusing to give up control over their former Indochinese
colony, the French struck back. In late 1945, their troops regained
control of Cochin China, the southern part of Vietnam. Hoping to
avoid a war with the French, Ho Chi Minh agreed to allow French
troops to establish bases in northern Vietnam in return for French
recognition of the DRV. But each side accused the other of violating
treaty obligations, and in December 1946, the French-Indochina War
broke out between the Vietminh and the French.

For more than 7 years, French colonial troops pattled Vietminh
guerrilla fighters. The heavily armed French troops controlled all
the major cities, but they were unable to cruch, the mobile, elusive
Vietminh. Based in the rural areas of northern Vietnam, the Viet-
minh maintained good relations with the peasants and enlisted them

> y f y g 33
rrench t’ OOpS weary of trying to Subdue Ule Colnmunlst ‘/lezﬂ"”“ u}lt}la}eu}
from I‘Ietnam n 1.954 after the" de}eat at Dlen Blen 1 hu

into their nationalist revolution. In 1949, the French set up a Viet:
’ 1et-
nmairrrllssz g;)\.zfrnment headed by Emperor Bao Dai to oppose the Viet
, but it attracted little support from th -
e people. The Vietminh
on the other hand, continued to i i e
- A o increase their strength with milit
a551st.ance _from the Soviet Union and the newly established o
munist Chinese republic. .
) I};ll thg early 1950s, the French position in Vietnam began to
rumble. On May 7, 1954, a French ar i
. . , , my stationed at the fi
of Dien Bien Phu in northern Vietna e i
n Vietnam was forced t.
the Vietminh. Two month e
. s later, representatives of the Vietmi
: f e Vietminh
’31:. Baoﬂl?zuU government, France, Cambodia, Laos, China, the Sovie';
ion, the United States, and other nati i ,
. s ons met in Geneva, Switzer-
land,.to negotiate an end to the French-Indochina War and F r
rule in Southeast Asia. renet
VietnThe agreement sign.ed at the Geneva Conference stated that
am would temporarily be divided into two parts until elections
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could be held to form a unified government. A communist govern-
ment headed by Ho Chi Minh would rule North Vietnam, and Em-
peror Bao Dai’s government would rule South Vietnam. The border
between the two states was close to the line that had divided the
Trinh and Nguyen kingdoms in the 17th and 18th centuries. Hanoi
was the capital of the North, and Saigon was the capital of the South.

A Nation Divided
The two Vietnamese governments quickly developed a bitter enmity
toward each other, and any chance for forming a united country
disappeared. In the North, the Communists eliminated all political
opponents and set about building a highly structured socialist nation
with a state-controlled economy. In the South, political power was
divided among many groups, including some that supported a com-
munist government for all of Vietnam. However, the deeply anti-
communist prime minister of South Vietnam, Ngo Dinh Diem,
rallied the forces in the South that opposed cooperating with the
Hanoi regime. His faction soon emerged as the strongest group in
Saigon.

In 1955, Diem deposed Bao Dai, seized control of the South
Vietnamese government, and had himself appointed president. Diem
canceled plans for an election to choose a united national govern-
ment, stating that the Hanoi regime would never allow free elections
in the North. Meanwhile, Diem suppressed all political opposition in
the South and unleashed the army against the Communist groups,
which had bases in the rural areas. With the aid of the North Viet-
namese, the southern Communist groups formed a resistance move-
ment known as the National Liberation Front (NLF) and drove

Diem’s troops from the countryside.
Diem’s corrupt, authoritarian rule was s'tr_pngly criticized by the
South Vietnamese, and he was able to rernain in power only because
he received massive military and economic assistance from the

United i e
States. The American government was determined to stop the

spread of communism throu i
South Vietnam would fall tog?}?; ;\Ilsdg‘ultfh T)aiit e
-~ m were forced out of
By 19 i i
b £ 3own6:t3; (:h::£ ::)(:)ular feelings a.gamst Diem’s repressive policies
e g, and the 'U.mted States withdrew its support
Diem. The new g;)vefr:fnl:i: \fNlefﬁ?l;y S
: committed to the i
gl:ncso;lgirsues; :ﬁl:e;,i;)l;orgn it called the Viet Cong, anc;N ’?Ill‘ea}g\f‘lrllrelilE
d the (?vernment greater military s
Augu:?ei &iht;r;gl 1r'1 South Vietnam developed into a rr:lajzl:lz/(v);: In
engagements, v te;lrlcgn and Nortl_.l Vietnamese ships had two hostile
engagemen attaCkecl 1111f of Tonlfm. The United States declared that
1 fad peen at ed,baunched 1fnmediate bombing strikes against
dorth Vier baci{ an thegan- sending thousands of troops to South
petnam i« Statesu;;3t e Sz_ngon government. With the assistance of
the Unite SOUth,V'ustraha, New Zealand, South Korea, and other
expel,the S 1<letnamese government renewed its attempt to
e andrrsl its }:tr(.mgholds in the countryside.
E guerrm;‘s o ?;:t- Vletname.:se armies tried to overwhelm the
ity Ar:r ?\Iorth Vietnamese allies with a punishing
ey Northp anzr.d erican bombers raided Hanoi and other cities
in the North and estroyed dams, bridges, and railroads. South
ange to strip thim\zefr:hs(a?:a?:l(ija\g/\]eith hte}:biCides e
" : so that American troo
. gc;:iengu:;;:iliaroutgosts. T‘he NLF suffered heavy casualtieslisb(t:l(’zuilt:
e ergamed high. The guerrillas kept themselves sup-
pled bmughlz gre weapons and with arms from North Vietnam that
. own the “Ho Chi Minh trail,” a network of j "
paths running tllrough Laos and Cambodia , ork of Junele
e I;II‘iI;ic>,taSouth .Vletnamese. government, which by 1965 was led b
ry regime of President Nguyen Van Thieu, did not protec)':
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its people from the war’s destruction. The countryside was torn up
by the bombings and the battles between guerrilla bands and gov-

ernment troops. Thousands of villagers died in the crossfire, and

millions fled from their homes and sought shelter in Saigon and
ulation was battered by

other cities. Even there, the helpless pop

guerrilla rocket attacks.
Throughout the conflict, the communist guerrillas retained a

clear, single-minded goal: the overthrow of the Saigon government

and its replacement with a regime that could be united with the

Hanoi government. The Communists called the conflict a war of

national liberation. Under the leadership of the brilliant North
Vietnamese defense minister, Vo Nguyen Giap, the NLF fought on
doggedly and launched a major assault on South Vietnamese cities

and military outposts in January 1968. Known as the Tet Offensive

because the fighting began during the Vietnamese New Year holiday
losses for both

called Tet, the NLF attack was repulsed with heavy

sides.
Although defeated, the NLF offensive proved to be a crippling

blow to the American war effort in Vietnam. With casualties mount-

ing and the financial cost of the war reaching frightening levels, the

American public began to demand an end to U.S. involvernent in the

Vietnam conflict. After reaching a peak of more than a half million

men in 1968, American military strength began to decline. The
bombing of North Vietnam was stopped while the U.S. government
tried to negotiate an end to the war. Meanwhile, the American mil-
itary prepared the Saigon govemment’s army for the responsibility
of defending South Vietnam by itself.

In June 1969, representatives from the United States and North
Vietnam began holding peace negotiations in Paris. No agreement

was reached at the first conferences. The N,LF expanded its bases in

the South, and the United States resumed"' its bombing of North

Vietnam and helped South Vietnamese troops strike at NLF outposts

in Cambodi - 47>
of impor(;g;at ZfllrgaLaes. During 1972, NLF units captured a number
etreated bofore s Sln the §outh and threatened Saigon, but then
attacks and min;la}?il;tgh : letnamese counterattack. U.S. bombing
into rubble and sealed off ipt: r;(t)lr(t),:s turned North Vietnam's cities
Finally, i '
resentativlﬁ» ;trltlllaen;ary 1973, the U.S. and North Vietnamese rep-
tended o brin ;1‘15 peace negotiations signed a treaty that was
Lot for the Witﬁda out the reunification of Vietnam. The terms
a cease-fire betweenr?\l‘;};} Of(?“ remaining U.S. troops from Vietnam
in South Vietnam that " S(?Uth Vietnamese forces, and election;
Sarties, includin tha would 1r.1clude candidates from all political
between the No rfih e C;:ommun.lsts. The treaty left the old border
N mediatzn South 1n'tact until elections supervised b
Vietnam rs could decide the political future of a unifi f
. unified
The tr i
Thieu gove ::zeﬁid- ngtlend the fighting in Vietnam. At first, the
1974, however. th in Saigon was able to push back the NLF. B): late
ese troops In’A f_llg;;errlllas'had begun to rout the South Vietnam-
Paprar pril 1975, Saigon fell to NLF troops and the South
army surrendered. Saigon’s name was changed to l;{o

Qui Nhon was one
of countless South Vi
: . _ ietnamese vi, i
aftled communist guerrillas. This boy was capturzzlzges nere (15 Harines
tled unist a spy.
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Chi Minh City, in honor of the formey president of North Vietnam,
who had died in 1969. A new government took power that included
only Communist party officials. On July 2, 1976, 2 newly elected
national assembly announced that the new name of the country was
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. Once more, Vietnam was a united

country.
After the War
The war took an appalling toll on the Vietnamese people and their
were killed in the fighting or died

land. Almost 2 million Vietnamese

from disease and starvation caused by
millions more were wounded, and nearly one-fifth of the population

fled the country. The industries and agricultlire of both northern

and southern Vietnam had been severely damaged. Farmers plowed

their fields knowing that at any moment they might set off an un-
detonated bomb hi

dden in the soil.
Rebuilding and reuniting the war-ravage
problem for the new Vietnamese Supporters of the

govemment.
former South Vietnamese govemment were sent to “yeeducation
camps,” where they were subjected to brutal punishments while

being forced to renounce their old loyalties. Par

nated the southern population with heavy
ganda in order to change traditional peliefs and cu

the southerners were accustomed to 2 system of priv

of property and had difficulty accepting the state
nomic system that was introduced by govémment 0

North.
The new administration placed sev
tight control over all indu

the war’s destruction. Many

d nation was a major

enterprise and exercised
already desperate econ

worsened the country’s
About 700,000 residents of Ho Chi Minh City wer

to lightly populated areas of the country

ty officials indoctri-
doses of communist propa-
stoms. However,
ate ownership
_controlled eco-
fficials from the

ere restrictions on private
stries, which

omic conditions.
e forced to move

2

and become agriculturali
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laborers in
the government’ .
. - X t's spec l “ .
city dwellers _ pecial “economic zones.”
o0d and houepdut:ed constant hardships because Ofetsl; The former
Even aftsmghm the war-ravaged ecOnomic = e shortage of
er the fighting in Vi ones.
continued to ietnam ended, thousanc
Thailand Malz:,vsig thedranks of those fleeing to refsti.rg1 ds of people
’ , dl other . . ee camps .
these refugee nations in South ; n,
§ . east
other ethnic m"i‘:re. r.nembers of Vietnam’s Chinese 0A51a. ‘Many of
munist regime ’l(‘)l?tles that were harshly treated bp tpl:llatlon or of
attempted to e;ca otllasands of them crowded intoytine new com-
drowned or sfarvelc)let y sea. Many of these so-called g boats and
others were robbed fo death before reaching their clest-0::1t'people,,
refugees were all of all their belongings by pirates Alt;lnatlon’ and
other countrie owed to emigrate to the United Sta.t ough some
in the late, 10705 the remained homeless, Canada, and
. ate 1970s, the ) S.
its neighbors fl 7> .growing tensions betwe .
came embrOiledar-Ed Int.O open warfare. In 1978 theeg' Vietnam and
dian dictator PollrI; i d‘S}F:Ute with the brutal re’gime 01: ttr;xangase be
continued to b . allied with China. Vi .
bodia in 1978 e heavily supported by the Soviet Uni;): tetnam, which
government u,n gulckly occupied most of the count , invaded Cam-
Vietnam’s treatn: tth ) fcambodian leader Heng Samr:i’nm::\ b 2
nt of its Chi i . Angered b
Cambodia, Chi inese population and its invasi y
fought a b’r' flrla attacked Vietnam in early 1979 T?q its invasion of
Bo 1e lf)order war before tensions eased . The two countries
ause of th ,
Cambodia, the Haneo_COrltroversy surrounding Vietnam’s invasi
tional relations met i government’s attempts to improve i vasion of
States and som et with little success in the early 1930e its interna-
nam after the ire1 otk.ler countries imposed trade Sanct's. The United
troops in Cambo?s‘gp of Cambodia. The high cost Oflons_on .Vllet.
try’s resources i El% ' indered economic growth, diverti maintaining
. nto mllitary ex . ] lng the coun-
ing duri : . penditures. Viet ,
ing this period remained among the IOMI?ST'S i’;landard of liv-
in the world.
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But in 1986, three members of the country’s former hard-line
regime resigned, paving the way for a more moderate administra-
tion. The new leaders began to loosen government control over pri-
vate enterprise. Also in the 1980s, the United States and Vietnam de-
veloped an active relationship covering a range of humanitarian
issues, particularly the U.S. desire to account for American military
people missing since the war. The countries agreed to handle these
issues as a separate, humanitarian agenda, without reference to po-
litical differences.

This relationship was strengthened in 1992 when sweeping
changes to Vietnam’s constitution were approved. The new constitu-
tion marked the beginning of a major restructuring of the govern-
ment. However, it also reaffirmed the continued role of the Commu-
nist party as the leading force in the state.

In 1993, as progress was made in recovering the remains of
American servicemen, the United States dropped its objection to
lending to Vietnam. In 1994, the U.S. trade embargo was lifted; in
1995, the two countries announced the restoration of diplomatic re-
lations; and in 1997, the first U.S. ambassador since the Vietnam
War arrived in Hanoi.

Today, Vietnam is enjoying remarkable industrial and eco-
nomic growth, largely because of a surge in foreign investment and
the loosening of government restrictions on free trade within the
country. A number of economic problems persist. For example, the
unemployment rate remains high, and the financial and legal struc-
tures required to maintain economic growth are not yet strong. But
the current situation has stirred hopes that a stormy and divisive era
in Vietnamese history has finally ended.
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